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This theee pat Sulietin nzries on 20 yewrs of CIA
estimates of Sqviet mititary escabilities revizws two
decades of charges that shie e early 10803 the CIA
basg System. aliy videcesticaisd Soviat midtary
spending, technicul czpabiiiles and weagons Ceploy-
ment.

Today's Srut instalirant, “The Security Blanxet
That Failed,” explorss %2 scope of the hlunders as
sesn by a numbar of 2umerts wao have analyzed the
reports during bath Repubiican and Demoeraidc
Administrations. '
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kTh_e sacurity bianket that ?aiied)

By WILLIs F. PARHAM
Rulletin Staif Writer

WASHINGTON — The U.S. governmeni has wasted
billicrs of dellars ¢ver the past two decades on
inaccurate estimates and Iurecasts of Soviet military
spending and capabilitizs, according to present and
tormer U.S. intelligence and defense officials.

Ever since the Soviets enconraged the U.S. in the late
19508 to oversstimate Soviet depleyment and accuracy
of intercontinental baitistic missiles (ICBMSs) which led

to the famous ‘“raissile gap’!, U.S. Presicdents and
Congresses have reached arms limits agreements with
the Soviets and have detarrained U.S. defense invest-
ments on the basis of inaccurate intélligence about what
the Soviets were spending on deiense and what peacons
they were planning to deploy, strategically as weil g3
tactically, The Bulletin haslearned.”

The inaccurate intelligence nas Geen the subject of
often heated debate within the intelligence cornmunity
since the mid-1560s, with some critics claiming they .
were forced out of the ClA for quessoning the agency’s
figures. Recently, more otninous guestigns have been -
raised about pessigle explanations for the errors.

Was it simply the result of bureaucralic bungling or
stubbormess on tne part of thos2 iavolved, some of the
critics: ask. Or w2s it the result of Soviet daception
pessibly including “raoles” or Soviet agents in high
positions in the U.S5. governicenmt?

Whatever the cause, it ‘is begianing to- dawn on
Capitol Hill and throughout the new Administcation that
the money wasted cn the poor estimates may be cnly
the tip of a very unpleasaii icebers.

An even more significani cost of the U.S. intelligence
community’s persistently low estimates may e realized
in the hundreds of billions of dolars the U.S. may decide
to spend during the 128Cs on extremely expensive crash
programs, such as the MX rnissile, to prevent- the
Soviets frem gaining an irreversible military sdvantage,

exi? 'lit'r?es‘ac};ésh caten-up prograras la over"{ﬁ'e: next
decade. savs one analyst on Capitol Hill, the ultimate
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estimating Soviet n
to be even further ouc un rve years than it is now.
- The CIA was apparently caugrt unawares by the
introduction, refinement ordeployment quantity or tha-
ing of at l2ast 18 major new Soviet weapnns systems and
technolcgies. - ) L T
- Also, analysis ¢f the annual Posture Stalements &
the various Secretaries of Dafense against subreguac
devalopments shows the CIA was caught by msre iapld
or extensive devslopment or deployment than Mt _imd
expected of numerons systers and techuciogbes, aighinds.
ing: " ST
— A large deployment of Sovist medivm Somberg in’
the late 1050s and early 1960s; ' e
—" A large deployment of- medinm/inisroesdinta
range ballistic missiles (M/TRBMs) in the sacns pariod;
— The deployment of a secend zertration of-sub-
launcked ballistic missiles (SLBMs;, £3-N-53, cn & fsek

. of Yankee-class subs in the mid-138s; .

~ The deployment cf multipie iadeperdantly tar sta-
ble reentry vehicle (MIRV) wacheads mﬁ.’tif'. :..,rg )
. The development of a third ganecation . Seviet

intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICEM3), S 2313,
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